
Watchkeeper’s Log 

Hunstanton enjoyed yet another  

successful kite festival when the sun 

reigned on Sunday the 23rd August with 

a noticeable absence of the wet stuff. 

 Spectators attending topped last 

year’s record when  the crowds had 

flocked in to witness the appearance of 

the Red Arrows. 

Club treasurer David Dobby stated 

that the  take on the day exceeded last 

year’s by some £1,800—so much for the 

recession! He said that club members 

were absolutely delighted with the result, 

especially as the expected profit was 

likely to be up by 30%, resulting in 

£10,000 being available for worthy 

causes.  

David was disappointed with the 

lengths taken by certain spectators who 

had entered the showground without pay-

ing. Two Motorcyclists had driven 

straight at one of our lady members man-

ning the gate, making her jump clear as 

they charged in to the far end of the park-

ing area. Other gate crashers entered us-

ing the unmanned Exit gate, that will 

need manning at future events. A driver 

of a Rolls Royce failed to check in at the 

Classic Car entrance with 4 passengers on 

board and parked up in the Classic Car 

compound; however he did settle up 

when challenged by Rtn John Connolly! 

A failed attempt to steal a stack of 

tethered Kites saw them fouling the over-

head cables at the boundary of the site, 

necessitating the Electricity Company 

engineer’s to cut off power supplies to 

Sedgeford and Heacham, whilst they 

were recovered.  

More pictures inside……. 
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Summer Bar’B at Peters 

Norton Hill Railway Weekend 
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 More from Sky High Kite Festival 



 

 

Page 4 Watchkeeper’s Log 

 Hospitality at it’s Best 



Rotary on the plinth! 
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Rotary has been in the spotlight recently after win-
ning two different slots on the 22-ft high empty 
plinth in Trafalgar Square as part of the One and 

Other human art exhibition. 

Jasmine Morris from the Rotary club of Hertford 
Shires dressed completely in purple on August 27 

to publicise Rotary’s polio eradication project. 

The 68-year-old retired teacher hoped the initiative 
would raise awareness of the Turn Hoddesdon  
Purple Day taking place next February during 

Thanks for Life week. 

Jasmine’s club are encouraging the whole town to 
dress in purple; the colour symbolising the dye 
painted on the fingers of children who have been 
immunised. Money raised from the initiative will 
go towards the Thanks for Life campaign which 
aims to help Rotary stamp out polio from the world 

for good. 

“I was so shocked that I’d been chosen to appear 
on the plinth, but I’m so glad that I was. It really 
gave me a chance to raise consciousness of the 

cause,” she said. 

"All I can say was that it was a ‘High point ‘of my 

life – all 10 feet of it!" 

Jasmine was even able to raise the profile of the 
polio eradication campaign with a live interview on 
BBC Radio 5. Just weeks before, Rotarian Paul 
Manning, from the Rotary club of Amwell, was 

delighted when he learned his son Timothy 
(pictured above) had acquired a prime slot on the 
plinth at 10am on the second Saturday of the exhi-
bition. Tim chose to raise awareness of Rotary, 
paying particular emphasise to the club’s annual 
duck race which was taking place at Ware in Hert-

fordshire the following day. 

Dressed as a duck wearing the Amwell Club’s tab-
ard with the Rotary Roundel decorating the plinth, 
Tim certainly caught the eye of passing shoppers 

and tourists. 

Paul said: “The hour passed quickly and after en-
tertaining the crowd and especially the passing 
open topped buses - those on the top deck were at a 
level with Tim! - Tim came down to well deserved 

round of applause.”  

“We met Rotarians from as far a field as Australia 
and Canada – and had also sold a small number of 
tickets to the duck race, including one to Val Kirk 
from Australia, who won a prize in one of the 
Races.  Race day passed off successfully and the 
Club was able to raise £3,000 for local chari-
ties.  Armed with the photos of the ‘Duck on the 

Plinth’ we hope to do even better next year.” 

Jasmine and Tim join more than 2,000 volunteers 
to win a one-hour slot on the Fourth Plinth as part 
of the 100 day long One and Other art exhibition 
organised by sculptor Antony Gormley - the crea-
tor and sculptor of the Angel of the North and 

other large-scale art works. 



Origin of the naval phrase "dog watch": 
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Dogwatch 

 
A dogwatch at sea is the period between 4 and 6 
p.m the first dogwatch, or the period between 6 and 
8 p.m., the last dogwatch. The watches aboard 

ships are: 

Noon to 4:00 p.m. Afternoon watch 
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. First dogwatch 
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Last dogwatch 

8:00 p.m. to midnight  First watch 
Midnight to 4:00 a.m. Middle watch  

4:00 to 8:00 a.m. Morning watch  

8:00 a.m. to noon Forenoon watch 

The dogwatches are only two hours each so the 
same Sailors aren't always on duty at the same time 
each day. Some experts say dogwatch is a corrup-
tion of dodge watch and others associate dogwatch 
with the fitful sleep of Sailors called dog sleep, be-
cause it is a stressful watch. But no one really 

knows the origin of this term, which was in use at 

least back to 1700. 

Depending upon their size and general arrange-
ments, ships’ companies work in two, three, or four 
watches, or sometimes part of the ship’s company 
works under one system and part under another. 
An example of the latter was in the Second World 
War (1939-45), when, at sea, some ships had the 
manning of their armament organised in two or 
four watches, according to the threat of air, surface 
or underwater attack, but the lookouts, navigation 
party and others worked in a regular three watches;  
and when in harbour everybody reverted  to four 

watches throughout. 

At sea the duty part of the watch changes at the end 
of each watch, i.e. every four hours (two hours in 
the dog watches), but in harbour the duty part 

changes every 24 hours only, at 12.30. 

Army’s Version? 

Apple does it again 

Apple Computers announced today that it has developed a computer chip that can store and play high 

fidelity music in women's breast implants. The iTit will cost between $499.00 and $699.00 depending 

on speaker size. 

This is considered to be a major breakthrough because women have always complained about men star-

ing at their breasts and not listening to them. 



Bushfire donations handed to Australia 
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Money raised for the Australia Bush Fire appeal 

fund, set up by Rotary International in Great Brit-
ain and Ireland to support victims of the devastat-
ing bushfires in Australia, has been handed over to 

Australian Rotarians. 

More than £34,000 was raised by Rotary clubs 
across Great Britain and Ireland who immediately 
leapt into action after hearing of the worst bush-
fires in Australia’s history which swept through 
Victoria on 7th February 2009 which claimed the 

lives of 178 people. 

Thanks to the unique set up of Rotary, clubs 
were able to link up with fellow members in Aus-
tralia to establish what aid was needed and ensure 
that funds raised are received on the ground and 

distributed where they are needed. 

Bob and the Bond submitted by Rtn David Hall 

Bob, a handsome dude, 

walked into a sports 

bar around 9:58 

pm.  He sat down next 

to a blonde at the bar 

and stared up at the 

TV. 

The 10 pm news was coming 

on.  The news crew was cover-

ing the story of a man on the 

ledge of a large building pre-

paring to jump.   

The blonde looked at Bob and said, "Do you 

think he'll jump?"  

   

Bob said, "You know, I 

bet he'll jump."  

   

The blonde replied, 

"Well, I bet he won't."  

Bob placed a $20 bill on the bar and said, 

"You're on!"  

Just as the blonde placed her money on the bar, 

the guy on the ledge did a swan dive off the 

building, falling to his death.  

   

The blonde was very 

upset, but willingly 

handed her $20 to 

Bob, saying, "Fair's 

fair.  Here's your 

money."  

 

   

Bob replied, "I can't take your money.  I saw 

this earlier on the 5 pm news, and so I knew he 

would jump."  

   

The blonde replied, "I did too, but didn't think 

he'd do it again!"  



Humorous snippets! 
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Aims of Club’s Trust Fund 

 

The main purpose of its Foundation is defined in the Deed of 

Trust made on twenty ninth day of November one thousand 

nine hundred and ninety three. 

The Trustees shall hold and apply both capital and income 

thereof to or for the relief of the poor and needy or to or for 

such other charitable purpose, institution, society or object as 

Hunstanton & District Rotary Club shall, in duly constituted 

meeting from time to time direct. 

Rotary, Google join forces 

Rotary has teamed up with Google to make nearly 

100 years of The Rotarian available free online. 

Full-colour, searchable scans of all issues of the 

magazine from 1959 to 2008 are now available 

through Google Books, with more issues to follow. 

The site is accessible from The Rotarian's page on 

the RI Web site. 

Users can select from a gallery of issues organized 

by decade or click "Search all issues" to search the 

entire catalogue for a word or phrase. 

The collaboration is part of an initiative to make 

Rotary's historical resources more accessible to 

Rotarians worldwide. 

"Google is doing all of the scanning and indexing 

to make the material searchable -- and at no cost to 

Rotary," says Stephanie Giordano, archivist for 

Rotary International. 

More than 72,000 pages will be available once 

Google finishes scanning and uploading all 1,100 

issues. The first issue was published in January 
1911, when the magazine was called The �ational 

Rotarian. 

Some issues of interest include December 1979, 
which reported on Rotary's first polio immuniza-
tion project; the February 2005 centennial issue; 
and issues from the 1980s discussing the admission 

of women into Rotary. 

A selection of covers throughout the years. Scans 

of issues of The Rotarian are now available 

through Google Books. 
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